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To find out more visit:
www.fsc-eco-challenge.org

Eco Challenge News

Eco Challenge is funded by the National Lottery through the Big Lottery Fund.
Over the three years of the project Eco Challenge will support 7500 young
people from 250 schools in England.

Contact your project officer
Jen Maywhort for more info
and your password

Tel. 015395 38123

email jen.ch@field-studies-

¢S EEEEEEEENEENEENEEEEEEEN,

9° Autumn 09
FBSC & y council.org
ENVIRONMENTAL ..
G *sassssssssssnnsnnnnsnnnnnnn’’®
LOTTERY FUNDED

Don’t miss the chance to receive funding as part of this countrywide project. eco challenge is
entering its third and final year and there is still funding available in your region. 151 schools from 22 local authorities in England
have received funding enabling around 3775 KS3 students to experience a residential course and follow up work in their local
community. This newsletter gives examples of how students in your area have benefitted from the funding — why not get involved?

Find out more on the Eco Challenge website www.fsc-eco-challenge.org including course dates for the residential . Your special
school password and contact details for your project officer are on the letter accompanying this newsletter.

Eco Challenge provides funding for a short residential course and three follow up sessions in the school grounds or local

community space you to help KS3 students

e Improve personal and social development skills including increased self confidence, awareness of self and others, team skills
and improved communication skills

e Increase awareness, knowledge and understanding of the natural environment

e Increase pride in local green spaces

e Increase awareness, knowledge and understanding of environmental and sustainable issues

Make sure your students don’t miss out. Residential courses are available on a first come first served basis so don’t hesitate visit
the website and book your course.

HOW IS BRADFORD INVOLVED? BEES are busy around Bradford!

Bradford Environmental Education Service (BEES) is one
local organisation who has been busy delivering the follow
up sessions for several schools — Dixons City, Feversham,
Buttershaw, Tong, Grange Tech and St Josephs.

BRADFORD is one of the largest local authorities Eco
Challenge is working with and we are delighted with
the number of schools already involved. So far 17

schools are actively involved and this newsletter gives Working in school grounds and in local nature reserves
you a snapshot of what they have been doing. We students have been involved in a wide variety of activities
hope it will encourage your school to join in. from creating raised beds for vegetable growing, willow

coppicing, tree identification and repairs to footpaths.
Rolling hills, limestone pavement and peregrine
falcons — all on the doorstep.....
A residential at Malham Tarn has provided memorable
experiences for many Eco Challenge schools. Feversham College
and St Joseph’s girls explored the stunning limestone scenery of
the Yorkshire Dales from above and below ground through their
caving adventure. This has proved a demanding activity where
students were challenged to pass through small squeezes, climb
up waterfalls and lead the group in complete darkness! Many of
the students identified this as their greatest achievement.

Post courses activities have been delivered by different local
organisations including Bradford MBC, Bradford Environmental

Education Service Bradford Environment Action Trust and ) ) )
Yorkshire Wildlife Trust. Developing the school grounds as part of their follow up sessions.

Dixons City Academy working with BEES

These sessions have not only provided very positive experiences
for the students but links between schools and the organisations
have been made which will benefit the wider school community
e.g. year 10 and 11 students following an alternative curriculum
or how a community orchard can be used to bring science to life
for science students.

‘We were pleased to balance the activities between
visits to local wildlife sites and activity within the school
grounds. This gave scope to develop understanding of
wildlife management in the locality and initiate ongoing
projects in the schools.’

Julia Pearson, BEES
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Still not convinced? — here’s what people who have taken part say...

Tutors, Blencathra Field Centre speaking about students from llkley Grammar School.

. - &Gtudents were engaged throughout even though some of the work was phys

demandin@ BEES commenting on work with Oakbank

&@ome students were convinced at the beginning that they would not survive
until the end, but were proved wrong and were very proud of their

ac hi ev e merunot Meston Montford speaking about students participating in the adventure
challenge, Dixons City.

&etting up bird boxes and feeders has helstatients realise that there is
wildlife in the city centre6 Teacher, Dixons City

&tudents were much more cooperative with eaitter ly the end of the weék

Teacher, Feversham College

: Yorkshire and Humberside
: There are 151 schools currently involved in the Eco Challenge project. These are the schools
involved in your region — why not join them?

: Barnsley: Kirk Balk School, Royston High School, The Kingstone School, Carlton Community College,
: St Michael's Catholic & Church of England High School, Holgate School

. Bradford: Beckfoot School, Carlton-Bolling College, Challenge College, Grange Technology College,

: Hanson School, St Bedes Grammar School, St Joseph's Catholic College, Thornton Grammar School,

Titus Salt School, Tong High School, Belle Vue Girl's School, Buttershaw High School, Dixons City Technology
: College, Feversham College, llkley Grammar School , Oakbank School, Rhodesway School

: Doncaster: Balby Carr, Danum School, Northcliffe School, Hatfield Visual Arts College, Rossington All Saints

Kingston upon Hull: Andrew Marvell School, Archbishop Sentamu Academy, Endeavour High School,
: Hull Trinity House School, Kelvin Hall School, Malet Lambert School, Newland School for Girls, Sirius
: Academy, Sydney Smith School , Winifred Holtby School Technology College

: NE Lincs: Matthew Humberstone School, Oasis Academy: Immingham, Whitgift School

: Get involved...

Our website has all the information you need www.fsc-eco-challenge.org or alternatively contact one of the
: Eco Challenge team for more information on 01743 852108 or email ecochallenge @field-studies-council.org.

¢ Remember to contact your Project Officer — Jen Maywhort for your school’s unique password to log on to the website
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