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Highlights this half term:

e An amazing 151 schools
actively involved

Dates for spring
residentials will be
launched at the end of

Eco Challenge News

Eco Challenge is funded by the National Lottery through the Big Lottery Fund.
Over the three years of the project Eco Challenge will support 7500 young
people from 250 schools in England.

Sept
e Find out more:
www.fsc-eco-challenge.org
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UNDERSTANDING To ALL LOTTERY FUNDED

*
’0

‘ssssssssssssssnnnnnnnnnnnns?®

It’s the start of a new year and a good time to share news of what has been happening on the Eco Challenge project
whether you have been involved and finished all sessions, are about to go on your residential or still wavering on the edge
as to whether this funding is for you. Read on as we hope that this will have a few interesting bits for everyone!

Let’s start with those not involved yet - another initiative... why get involved?

Sometimes it’s hard to sort the wheat from the chaff and even more so at the start of a new academic year with the number of

different initiatives that school are encouraged to engage with. So why is Eco Challenge worth the effort? —let’s keep it short and

simple and hopefully you will want to find out more

e It’s fully funded and provides a chance for KS3 students to experience all the benefits of a residential and then support them to
do something for the environment in their local community

e  Your staff get the chance to spend time with students in new surroundings and this builds respect and relationships

e Everyone learns more about themselves and also about their impact on the environment and many even make changes to their
lifestyle

For those of you who are already involved in the project and about to go on your residential or embark on your sessions in the local
community we hope that examples of what schools are doing in will inspire you and help you get that bit more out of Eco Challenge.

Eco Challenge in Cumbria... Visit Castle Head Field Centre Back at school...

to sample an exciting range of Eco Challenge activities. To set Enthused by the activities on their residential many schools
the scene the group investigate what people are doing to the have successfully completed their post course sessions with
environment and to minimise it through Eco foot printing help from a range of providers.

tasks during the first evenings Eco-duction. New skills are
acquired as style construction and willow coppicing are
practised which all are happy to get involved in and gain a
sense of achievement when a finished product it seen.

The Wildlife Trusts have been active in many of the areas. In
Nottingham newly merged schools Henry Mellish and River
Leen are working with the Nottingham Wildlife Trust to
promote wildlife into their new school grounds and also set
up a recycling scheme which they can integrate into the life of
their new school.

Education Officers from Lancashire Wildlife Trust have
worked with many schools on projects in schools grounds and
in local woodlands and parks. Bluebell woods has been
visited regularly to develop woodland management skills such
as thinning, coppicing and to improve identification skills and
to learn how to make charcoal for artwork.

Left: Preparing the holes for style construction

Riaht: Gettina the fire started readv for a well deserved brew!

After overcoming personal challenges and testing team
work through the adventure challenge which may involve a
mountain walk, ghyll scramble or high ropes course, the
group attempt a final challenge. This includes orienteering,
shelter building and fire lighting which if they complete
successfully will be rewarded with a self made cup of tea!
Students and teachers who have experienced this course
are inspired by their visit and come up with some brilliant
practical ideas for post course work back at school.

Liverpool students woodland thinning to
encourage more diverse undergrowth

Other activities include weaving willow sculptures, planting
wild flower areas, making habitat homes, compost bins and

St was an absol utoeatiop, b development of Biodiversity Action Plans.

staff and activities were excellent. Our students will BTCV, City Council rangers, Groundworks and other regional
. organisations are helping to deliver sessions. We have seen
remember it for a | ong

successful partnerships develop between schools and providers
Lead teacher, Doncaster School L
and some are continuing to work together after Eco Challenge.


http://www.fsc-eco-challenge.org/

What next ...

Now that 50 schools have completed all elements of Eco Challenge we
are keen to stay in touch and so are continuously updating our website
with ideas of further things that you can do, other grants that are

Number of schools involved in the project
from the eligible Local Authorities

available and hoping that Eco Challenge will live on in some guise in Local Authority | Number of schools involved
your school. 15/5/09 16/7/09
Kids Fund... Nottingham City 7 8
The Kids Fund is funded by donations, mainly from FSC members and Leicester City 2 5
fundraising events. If your application is successful it will fund up to Sandwell 6 7
80% of the cost of a non curriculum focussed residential course to one Stoke 4 4
of our FSC Centres including all accommodation, food, equipment, Knowsley 5 5
tuition and waterproof hire costs. Blackpool 4 4
If you wish to find out more about Kids fund please visit Liverpool 18 20
http://www.field-studies-council.org/supporters/kidsfund.aspx Salford 3 2
Springfield School in Portsmouth, a former Eco Challenge school Halton 2 2
was successful in gaining funding through Kids fund. They Manchester 9 10
worked with two other schools in Portsmouth, taking 10 Bristol City 11 11
students from each for a 2 night Eco Challenge style residential Portsmouth 8 8
to Orielton, Pembrokeshire. Hull 8 10
NE Lincs 3 3
Useful links... Barnsley 3 6
Below are some useful links to websites which we hope will give you Bradford 16 17
help and ideas about how to continue the work you have started Doncaster 4 )
through Eco Challenge. Middlesbrough 3 3
Newcastle 8 8
Take part in an Air Survey through OPAL Thurrock 6 5
http://www.opalexplorenature.org/ Tower Hamlets 0 1
Make sustainable development a part of your school life Islington 0 2

http://www.eco-schools.org.uk/

If you would like to get involved or if you would like to talk
to another school in your area about their experience of
Eco Challenge please contact us on 01743 852108 or email
ecochallenge @field-studies-council.org

Hints and tips to make the most of the area around you
http://www.bbc.co.uk/breathingplaces/

Further web links and useful information can be found at
www.fsc-eco-challenge.org/news

Here’s what people who have taken part say...

WL KI @S NBIffe Sye2 &S8speciadyzhbiedpjartingdThejihive dil Beén really Y
helpful and friendly and have taught us a lot about the environment. It is important to make people
aware of the environmental threats faced by people on earthQ

Student Y9, Bispham High School, Blackpool

Orheir confidence & self esteem has gunegh the roof as a result of this
experiende

Teacher who attended Orielton Field Centre

@“em’ng up bird boxes and feeders has helped students realise that there is

wildlife in the city cent r e 0 Teacher, Dixons City, Bradford

Share your experiences

If you have useful information relating to your Eco Challenge residential, post course or how you have continued the good work you
started with Eco Challenge let us know so that we can share the information with other schools to help them get the most out of
their Eco challenge experience. Email ecochallenge @field-studies-council.org

www.fsc-eco-challenge.org
Field Studies Council
Preston Montford, Shrewsbury, Shropshire SY4 1HW
Tel: (01743) 852100 Fax: (01743) 852101 email fsc.headoffice@field-studies-council.org

Field Studies Council is a limited Company, registered in England and Wales No. 412621 and a Charity No. 313364. Registered Office; Preston Montford, Shrewsbury, Shropshire SY4 1HW
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