Eco Challenge News

Eco Challenge is funded by the National Lottery through the Big Lottery Fund.
Over the three years of the project Eco Challenge will support 7500 young

people from 250 schools in England.
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To find out more visit:
www.fsc-eco-challenge.org

Contact your project officer
Jen Maywhort for more info
and your password

Tel. 015395 38123
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Don’t miss the chance to receive funding as part of this countrywide project. eco challenge is
entering its third and final year and there is still funding available in your region. 151 schools from 22 local authorities in England
have received funding enabling around 3775 KS3 students to experience a residential course and follow up work in their local
community. This newsletter gives examples of how students in your area have benefitted from the funding — why not get involved?

Find out more on the Eco Challenge website www.fsc-eco-challenge.org including course dates for the residential . Your special

school password and contact details for your project officer are on the letter accompanying this newsletter.

Eco Challenge provides funding for a short residential course and three follow up sessions in the school grounds or local

community space to help KS3 students

e Improve personal and social development skills including increased self confidence, awareness of self and others, team skills

and improved communication skills

e Increase awareness, knowledge and understanding of the natural environment

e Increase pride in local green spaces

e Increase awareness, knowledge and understanding of environmental and sustainable issues

Make sure your students don’t miss out. Residential courses are available on a first come first served basis so don’t hesitate visit

the website and book your course.

HOW IS DONCASTER INVOLVED?

DONCASTER is one of a few local authorities Eco
Challenge is working with in Yorkshire. So far five
schools are actively involved and this newsletter gives
you a snapshot of what they have been doing. We
hope it will encourage your school to join in.

‘DONNIE’ SCHOOLS DECEND ON CUMBRIA......

By sheer coincidence four of the five schools decided to
book their residential experience at Castle Head Field
Based on the edge of
Morecambe Bay students were able to enjoy views over
the estuary during an evening night walk up the local fell
where they were able to see the twinkling lights of
Morecambe and Blackpool. Later they were, were ‘star

Centre in South Lakeland.

struck’ by the clarity of the constellations.

Students were set plenty of team challenges to keep them
busy and working hard. A highlight to negotiate their team
safely to the top of a mountain river and then delve deep
into the water to investigate how the invertebrates survive

in this hostile environment.

‘It was an absolutely brilliant weekend.

Location, staff and activities were excellent. Our

students will remember it for a long time.’

Lead teacher, Balby Carr Community Sports College

Back at school students have been busy working with
the council ranger team.

Northcliffe school have been visiting Sandall Beat
Woods near the racecourse to investigate the different
woodland trees and flowers and learn the skills
required to manage these species and habitat. The
students will revisit in the autumn to gain an
understanding of pond ecology and management. This
knowledge will support the school to plan and
maintain a wildlife area in a neglected quad in the
school grounds.

‘We’ve really enjoyed being a part of the Eco
Challenge and we hope we will have the
opportunity to work again with the Eco Challenge
project.Q Sara Parrett-Halbert, Ranger

Students hunting minibeasts
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Still not convinced? - here’s what people who have taken part say...

&tudents were keen to get other students back at school to weabodbdtpiint as Wed

Tutors, Blencathra Field Centre speaking about students from Ilkley Grammar School, Bradford
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i at was brilliant. The follow up days were as goo d as the residential, which is

fantastic asrle waswn dbtensed i ci al they would be
Lead Teacher, Archbishop Blanche School, Liverpool

We have focussed our post course session on our school grophalsting
fruit trees. The orchardwill be their legacyd

Lead Teacher, Rossington All Saints

@nave really enjoyed working with the Rangers ¢ especially the tree planting. They have all been really helpful

& and friendly and have taught us a lot about the environment. It is important to make people aware of the
~ % environmental threats faced by people on el NIi K @ Q
Student Y9, Bispham High School, Blackpool

OWorking in a wood near school st
nature and to make a diffe@nce Lead Teacher, Whalley Range High School, Manchester

Yorkshire and Humberside
There are 151 schools currently involved in the Eco Challenge project. These are the schools
involved in your region — why not join them?

Barnsley: Kirk Balk School, Royston High School, The Kingstone School, Carlton Community College,
St Michael's Catholic & Church of England High School, Holgate School

Bradford: Beckfoot School, Carlton-Bolling College, Challenge College, Grange Technology College,

Hanson School, St Bedes Grammar School, St Joseph's Catholic College, Thornton Grammar School,

Titus Salt School, Tong High School, Belle Vue Girl's School, Buttershaw High School, Dixons City Technology
College, Feversham College, llkley Grammar School , Oakbank School, Rhodesway School

Doncaster: Balby Carr, Danum School, Northcliffe School, Hatfield Visual Arts College, Rossington All Saints

Kingston upon Hull: Andrew Marvell School, Archbishop Sentamu Academy, Endeavour High School,
Hull Trinity House School, Kelvin Hall School, Malet Lambert School, Newland School for Girls, Sirius
Academy, Sydney Smith School , Winifred Holtby School Technology College

NE Lincs: Matthew Humberstone School, Oasis Academy: Immingham , Whitgift School
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: Get involved... :
Our website has all the information you need www.fsc-eco-challenge.org or alternatively contact one of the
: Eco Challenge team for more information on 01743 852108 or email ecochallenge @field-studies-council.org.
Remember to contact your Project Officer ¢ Jen Maywhort for& 2 dzZNJ 4 OK2 2 f Q& dzy A ljthdz®ebsitd é
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www.fsc-eco-challenge.org
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