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To find out more visit:
www.fsc-eco-challenge.org

Eco Challenge News

Eco Challenge is funded by the National Lottery through the Big Lottery Fund.
Over the three years of the project Eco Challenge will support 7500 young
people from 250 schools in England.

Contact your project officer
Jodie Percival for more info and
your password

Tel. 01743 852125

September 09 email
jodie@field-studies-council.org
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LOTTERY FUNDED

Don’t miss the chance to receive funding as part of this countrywide project

The Eco Challenge project is entering its third and final year and there is still funding available in your region. 150
schools from 22 local authorities in England have received funding enabling around 3775 KS3 students to experience a
residential course and follow up work in their local community. This newsletter gives examples of how students in your
area have benefitted from the funding — why not get involved?

There is lots of information about the project on the Eco Challenge website www.fsc-eco-challenge.org including course dates for
the residential. Your special school password and contact details for your project officer are on the letter accompanying this
newsletter.

Eco Challenge provides funding for a short residential course and three follow up sessions in the school grounds or local

community space to help KS3 students

e Improve personal and social development skills including increased self confidence, awareness of self and others, team skills
and improved communication skills

e Increase awareness, knowledge and understanding of the natural environment

e Increase pride in local green spaces

e Increase awareness, knowledge and understanding of environmental and sustainable issues

So make sure your students don’t miss out and join the other schools that are involved in Eco Challenge -
visit the website and book your course.

HOW IS MIDDLESBROUGH INVOLVED?
Middlesbrough has 9 schools eligible to take

Unity City Academy ventured to Castle Head in
Cumbria to sample their Eco Challenge activities. To set the
scene the year 9 group investigated what people are doing
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advantage of the Eco Challenge funding and 3 have
done just that, which is great! This newsletter gives you
a snapshot of what they have been doing. We hope it will

to the environment and how we can minimise it through
carbon foot printing tasks during the Eco-duction. New skills
were acquired as style construction and willow coppicing

encourage your school to join in. were tried which all were happy to get involved with.
Blencathra Field Centre, Lake District was host to Macmillan
Academy in January. For most the Borrowdale walk was the
highlight of the visit. Along the way time out was taken to
rest, enjoy the surroundings and reflect on the skills needed
to work together and complete the challenge. The group
went on to enjoy a peaceful evening badger watching, learnt
how to use new tools by having a go at coppicing and used
their newly acquired personal and team skills to finish an
orienteering course and build a storm proof shelter!

Left: Preparing the holes for style construction
Right: Getting the fire started ready for a well deserved brew!

After overcoming personal challenges and testing team
work through a ghyll scramble and a night walk, the group
attempted a final challenge. This included orienteering,
shelter building and fire lighting which they completed
successfully and were rewarded with a cup of tea! Students
and teachers alike were inspired by their visit and came up
with brilliant ideas to improve their school environment.

Team

b””‘j"”q “ T h enfidenc&to speak in front of each other, share
t .

ottor ideas and generally work together as a team grew and

building! progressed really well

Castle Head Tutor on Unity City Academy



http://www.fsc-eco-challenge.org/
http://www.fsc-eco-challenge.org/
jodie@field-studies-council.org

Post Course Poultry plan for Macmillan

Macmillan academy had a plan for some time to introduce chickens into their school site but it wasn’t until Eco Challenge came a
long that the inspiration led to actual plans being made. After fencing the site off to protect the birds from foxes the group will
work with Groundwork in October to build a chicken coup using the technology room facilities within school. Meanwhile King’s
Manor have decided to take a trip off site to do conservation work at a city council park and the Eco Challenge group at Unity City
Academy and Groundwork are looking at ways to save water, electricity and implement a recycling scheme within school.

Still not convinced? — here’s what people who have taken part say...
@ good review session and some brilliant idegdddgéh e.g. recycling, saving water at schc

using the saxaflush ideas and saving elediricity
Tutor: Castle Head Field Centre on Unity City Academy

O0'he studentwrere good at highlightingn d i v stréngthslwidhe their team as

well as areas where theirgrouop ul d | mpr ovedod
Tutor: Malham Tarn Field Centre talking about King’s School

& inal camp fire produced some lovely comments, many had learnt social

skills 0 they could b e themselves and not hav e to pretend to be
Tutor at Blencathra on Macmillan Academy

@‘emhg up bird boxes and feeders has helped students realise that there is
wil dl i fe I n the city centr ed LeadTeacher, EcoChallenge
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North East : Post Course Providers working with Eco

There are 151 schools currently involved in the Challenge schools in your region

Eco Challenge project. These are the schools

involved in your region — why not join them? Middlesbrough: Middlesbrough Council
and

Middlesbrough: King's Manor School, Macmillan Groundwork South Tees

Academy, Unity City Academy

Newcastle upon Tyne: All Saints College, Benfield
School, Gosforth High School, Kenton School,
Sacred Heart High School, St Mary's Catholic Comp
School, Walbottle Campus, Walker Technology
College

Newcastle: Northumberland Wildlife Trust
and
Newcastle City Council
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Get involved...

Our website has all the information you need www.fsc-eco-challenge.org or alternatively contact one of the
Eco Challenge team for more information on 01743 852108 or email ecochallenge @field-studies-council.org.
Remember to contact your Project Officer cW2 RA'S t SNOA DI f TFT2NJ 82dzNJ a0K22f Q
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www.fsc-eco-challenge.org

Field Studies Council
Preston Montford, Shrewsbury, Shropshire SY4 1HW Tel: (01743) 852100 Fax: (01743) 852101 email fsc.headoffice@field-studies-council.org

Field Studies Council is a limited Company, registered in England and Wales No. 412621 and a Charity No. 313364. Registered Office; Preston Montford, Shrewsbury, Shropshire SY4 1HW
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