
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

To find out more visit: 
  www.fsc-eco-challenge.org  
 

Contact your project officer 
Jen Maywhort for more info 
and your password 
 

Tel. 015395 38123  
email jen.ch@field-studies-
council.org    

Eco Challenge News 
 
 

Don’t miss the chance to receive funding as part of this countrywide project. Eco Challenge is 

entering its third and final year and there is still funding available in your region.  151 schools from 22 local authorities in England 
have received funding enabling around 3775 KS3 students to experience a residential course and follow up work in their local 
community. This newsletter gives examples of how students in your area have benefitted from the funding – why not get involved? 
 

Find out more on the Eco Challenge website  www.fsc-eco-challenge.org including course dates for the residential . Your special 

school password and contact details for your project officer is on the letter accompanying this newsletter.  
 

 Eco Challenge provides funding for a short residential course and three follow up sessions in the school grounds or local 
community space to help KS3 students  

 Improve personal and social development skills including increased self confidence, awareness of self and others, team skills 
and improved communication skills 

 Increase awareness, knowledge and understanding of the natural environment 

 Increase pride in local green spaces 

 Increase awareness, knowledge and understanding of environmental and sustainable issues 
 

Make sure your students don’t miss out. Residential courses are available on a first come first served basis so don’t hesitate visit 
the website and book your course. 
 

Autumn 09 

Eco Challenge is funded by the National Lottery through the Big Lottery Fund.  
Over the three years of the project Eco Challenge will support 7500 young 
people from 250 schools in England.  

 

HOW IS LIVERPOOL INVOLVED? 
 

LIVERPOOL is the largest local authorities Eco 
Challenge is working with.   So far we are delighted 
with the number of schools actively involved and this 
newsletter gives you a snapshot of what they have 
been doing.  We hope it will encourage your school to 
join in. 

Left: Woodland thinning to encourage more diverse undergrowth. 
Right:  Clay models of species found during a woodland 
investigation.  Students from Childwall School. 

Education Officers from LWT have worked with many 
schools on projects in schools grounds and in local 
woodlands and parks.  Bluebell woods has been visited 
regularly to develop woodland management skills such 
as thinning, coppicing and to improve identification skills 
and to learn how to make charcoal for artwork.   
 

Schools grounds improvements have involved a creative 
mix of activities including weaving willow sculptures, 
planting wild flower areas and making habitat homes or 
compost bins. Biodiversity Action Plans have been 
developed along with the skills required to implement 
these.   

‘They have really 
enjoyed the hard 
work and have also 
realised how they can 
transform their local 
spaces with some 
determination and 
creativity’ 
Martin O’Connor, 
Education Officer, 
Croxteth Hall & Country 
Park 

LEADING THE WAY … 20 schools are now involved at 
various stages of participation.  Between them they have 
ventured across England and Wales to six FSC Centres 
where they got really involved in the programme. 

What has been most inspiring is the enthusiasm and 
commitment with which students and staff have 
participated in the huge variety of follow up activities 
delivered by Croxteth Country Park Ranger Interpretation 
Service, the Lancashire Wildlife Trust (LWT) and BTCV.   

Calderstones and Fazakerley High Schools are planning 
to embark on some substantial redevelopment of their 
school grounds in the autumn with the help from BTCV.  
Work will include digging ponds, planting wildflower 
meadows and small patches of woodland and building 
bird and bat boxes for the local wildlife and the rest of 
the school to enjoy.   

Croxteth Hall & Country Park is 
the base for the redevelopment 
of the wildlife area.  This is an 
ongoing project which 
neighbouring schools are 
contributing to to encourage a 
greater diversity of plants and 
animals but also creating seating 
for use an outdoor classroom for 
all schools and groups who visit 
the park to enjoy. 

Croxteth Hall & Country Park is 
the base for the redevelopment 
of the wildlife area.  This is an 
ongoing project which 
neighbouring schools are 
contributing to to encourage a 
greater diversity of plants and 
animals but also creating seating 
for  an outdoor classroom for all 
schools and groups who visit the 
park to enjoy. 
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North West 
There are 151 schools currently involved in the Eco Challenge project. These are the schools involved in 
your region – why not join them? 
 

Blackpool:  Collegiate High School, St Mary's Catholic High School, Bispham High School, Highfield High School 

Halton: Fairfield High School,Wade Deacon High 

Knowsley: Halewood College, Kirby Sports College, Knowsley Park Centre for Learning , Knowsley Hey School, 
Ruffwood Community School, St Edmund Arrowsmith Catholic High School 

Liverpool: Calderstones School, Croxteth Community Comprehensive School, Fazakerley High School, 
New Heys Comprehensive School, North Liverpool Academy, Notre Dame Catholic High School , Parklands High School, 
St Julies Catholic High School, St Margaret's C of E High School, The Academy of St Francis of Assisi, The Alsop High 
School, Archbishop Blanch Church of England (V A) High School,  
Broadgreen High School , Cardinal Heenan Catholic High School, Childwall Sports College, De La Salle Catholic High 
School, Holly Lodge Girl's School , St Benedict's College, St John Bosco High School, 
West Derby School 

Manchester: Loreto High School, Parklands High School, St Matthew's RC High School Manchester, 
St Paul's Catholic High School, St Peters RC High School, Burnage Media Arts College, Chorlton High School, 
Levenshulme High School , Newall Green High School, Whalley Range 11-18 High School  

Salford: Harrop Fold School, Wentworth High School, Hope High School, Irlam and Cadishead Community High School 
 
 

Get involved… 
Our website has all the information you need www.fsc-eco-challenge.org or alternatively contact one of the 
Eco Challenge team for more information on 01743 852108 or email ecochallenge@field-studies-council.org.  
 

Remember to contact your Project Officer ς WŜƴ aŀȅǿƘƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǇŀǎǎǿƻǊŘ ǘƻ ƭƻƎ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ 
 

 
www.fsc-eco-challenge.org 
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   óThe eco-challenge was really fun. The best part was making the wigwam out of willow. The team 
     had to  pull together to make it work. It gave you a real sense of accomplishment to see it  
    finished.ô                            Charlotte Green, Yr 9, Holly Lodge Girls’ School. 

ôThe students were very excited about this, listened well to the explanation and loved searching for 

organisms and identifying their finds.  It was a struggle to drag them away to continue the walkõ 
              Tutors, Orielton Field Centre teaching students from Childwall School 

        

ôIt was brilliant.  The follow up days were as g ood as the residential, which i s 
fantastic as I wasnõt sure how beneficial they would beõ.    

 Emma Wilkinson, Lead Teacher, Archbishop Blanche School.   

 

ôI am now more determined in what I do and I respect nature even moreõ                        
Student Yr7 Broadgreen High School 

 

ôIt has been very informative, enjoyable and has brought about changes within 

our environment.ô                                         Sue Lindsay, Lead Teacher Notre Dame high School 

Still not convinced? – here’s what people who have taken part say... 
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