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To find out more visit:
www.fsc-eco-challenge.org

Eco Challenge News

Eco Challenge is funded by the National Lottery through the Big Lottery Fund.
Over the three years of the project Eco Challenge will support 7500 young
people from 250 schools in England.

Contact your project officer
Jodie Percival for more info and
your password

Tel. 01743 852125
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Not another initiative... Why get involved?

Sometimes it’s hard to sort the wheat from the chaff and even more so at the start of a new academic year with the number of

different initiatives that school are encouraged to engage with. So why is Eco Challenge worth the effort? —let’s keep it short and

simple and hopefully you will want to find out more

e |t's fully funded and provides a chance for KS 3 students to experience all the benefits of a residential and then support them
to do something for the environment in their local community

e  Your staff get the chance to spend time with students in new surroundings and this builds respect and relationships

e Everyone learns more about themselves and also about their impact on the environment and many even make changes to
their lifestyle on return.

Just to remind you of the detail you can find out more on the Eco Challenge website www.fsc-eco-challenge.org including course
dates for the residential. Your special school password and contact details for your project officer are on the letter accompanying
this newsletter.

Eco Challenge provides funding for a short residential course and three follow up sessions in the school grounds or local

community space to help KS3 students

e Improve personal and social development skills including increased self confidence, awareness of self and others, team skills
and improved communication skills

e Increase awareness, knowledge and understanding of the natural environment

e Increase pride in local green spaces

e Increase awareness, knowledge and understanding of environmental and sustainable issues

Make sure your students don’t miss out. Residential courses are available on a first come first served basis so don’t hesitate -
visit the website and book your course.

Juniper Hall situated in a quiet wooded valley on the
North Downs, is an ideal spot to spend three action
packed days getting to know each other and the
surrounding environment. Students and staff alike get a real
buzz when they drive up to the stunning 19" century country
house after only a 40km drive from London.

Chafford Hundred Campus from Thurrock in Essex visited this
Field Centre with a mix of year 8's and 9’s where they all got fully
involved in team building activities like Lava Flow, Human Reef
Knot and the Ball Race. This was a real challenge as the students
were not entirely familiar with each other but good

Juniper offers a habitat programme -
allowing students to discover and identify
invertebrates

communication and leadership skills led to achieving the tasks. Back at school...
Eco Challenge allows students to use the skills they have learnt
UY¢ promoted an interesting discussion about what changes on the residential to make a difference to their local
they would be prepared to make to reduce their footprint’ environment. Back in Essex, Chafford Hundred Campus have
Tutor at Juniper Hall been working hard with Andrew Sidders from the Essex Wildlife

Trust to build a large fenced off pond on the school site. The
project has been greeted with so much enthusiasm and
support that Andrew is continuing to return to the school to
work with the group and help make the pond more appealing

The Eco-duction which included a scavenger hunt, gave the
students a chance to think about the effect they are having on
the environment. Two mice and a vole were released after a

successful mammal trapping activity which saw the group set the to wildlife.

traps up, site them and learn about the nocturnal and diurnal Whe kids are really enthusiastic about the post course work
patterns of these creatures. Hedge planting and plant pot -and it’s creating a good vibe about the school, so much so
painting were enjoyed as part of the conservation challenge. that I’'m getting lots of volunteers!

Taking the pots home acted as a memory of a truly unforgettable Teacher and Eco Challenge organiser

trip for all the students. at Chafford Hundred Campus


http://www.fsc-eco-challenge.org/
http://www.fsc-eco-challenge.org/
jodie@field-studies-council.org

Captured by stunning coastal location

Orielton is a Georgian mansion set in 48 hectares of its own grounds
adjacent to Pembrokeshire National Park on the stunning coast of South
Wales. The Centre use the location to the maximum when Eco Challenge
groups visit as they undertake a four and a half mile coastal walk during
which a lot is learnt about the human impacts on the features, landscape
and unique habitats of this protected spot. Alternatively you can take a
habitat focus by either investigating the rocky shore or the woodland area.
Back at the Centre, bird box construction, gardening and rhododendron and
sycamore clearance in the conservation challenge provide useful skills to
develop during their post course sessions. A highlight for many is the night
walk or dusk watch when students can experience the night time noises,

' o X ) ) Taking it all in - the Pembrokeshire coastal walk in the
sights and wildlife which they find are very different to home. sunshine!

Margam Discovery in South Wales

Hassenbrook School, also from Thurrock took part in a range of activities at the newly built Centre which is set in 850 acres of
deer roaming parkland: team building skills, orienteering, dusk walk, mammal trapping, stream dipping and shelter building. In
conjunction with Groundwork pupils created a fire pit and benches to develop skills such as nailing, sawing and measuring and
also made hibernaculas for snakes and lizards.

‘Pupils worked very well as a group when building
the shelters and it showed that pupil’s confidence
over the past few days had improved greatly’

Margam tutor talking about
Hassend N2 21 a OK 2 fidit >

Far left: Working together on the team building game Marble
run

Near left: Margam Discovery Centre - a state of the art low
carbon footprint building

6 W made 5 bird boxes so it would be nice to site those and perhaps do some school
improvement in conjunction with our school gardening atub
Teacher on post course ideas for her Eco Challenge group

dhe students saw it as this was their opportunity to do something andithatadally chot t h
thinkingé

Orielton Tutor on an Eco Challenge group

6Students set a challenge and they al/l
and gained a real sense of achievement
Tutor at Juniper Hall talking about an Eco Challenge group after their Adventure Challenge

Get involved...
Our website has all the information you need www.fsc-eco-challenge.org or alternatively contact one of the
Eco Challenge team for more information on 01743 852108 or email ecochallenge @field-studies-council.org.
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