
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eco Challenge News 
 
 

 

Don’t miss the chance to receive funding as part of this countrywide project 
The Eco Challenge project is entering its third and final year and there is still funding available in your region.  151 schools from 22 
local authorities in England have received funding enabling around 3775 KS3 students to experience a residential course and follow 
up work in their local community. This newsletter gives examples of how students in your area have benefitted from the funding – 
why not get involved? 
 
 
There is lots of information about the project on the Eco Challenge website www.fsc-eco-challenge.org including course dates for 
the residential. Your special school password and contact details for your project officer are on the letter accompanying this 
newsletter.  
 
Eco Challenge provides funding for a short residential course and three follow up sessions in the school grounds or local 
community space help KS3 students  

 Improve personal and social development skills including increased self confidence, awareness of self and others, team skills 
and improved communication skills 

 Increase awareness, knowledge and understanding of the natural environment 

 Increase pride in local green spaces 

 Increase awareness, knowledge and understanding of environmental and sustainable issues 
 

So make sure your students don’t miss out and join the other schools that are involved in Eco Challenge visit the 
website and book your course. 
 

September 09 

Eco Challenge is funded by the National Lottery through the Big Lottery Fund.  
Over the three years of the project Eco Challenge will support  7500 young 
people from 250 schools in England.  

 

HOW IS LEICESTER INVOLVED? 
 

Five Leicester schools are now involved in the Eco 
Challenge Project which is great news. 11 schools 
though are still yet to take up the project and book a 
course. We hope encourage those who have not 
booked a course to get in touch and join in! 

Magnificent scenery, outstanding natural beauty 
and many habitats to explore – Snowdonia has it all 
Rhyd-y-creuau has successfully hosted many Eco Challenge 
groups. A group of ASDAN Bronze and Certificate of Personal 
Effectiveness (CoPE) students from New College, Leicester 
visited the Centre in June to complete their Eco Challenge 
residential.  

 
 

‘Students worked well together. Mixing groups up 
regularly helped build team spirit’ 
    Karen Simpson, Eco Challenge Organiser at New College  

A nice hot chocolate 
reward after 
orienteering and 
shelter building!   
                                                                    

A real favourite activity of the course is the ascent of 
Mynydd Garthmyn, a local hill within walking distance of 
the Centre with stunning views through the valley. 
Regular stops along the way give everyone a chance to 
catch their breath and also reflect on the habitat they are 
in and the personal and social skills they are using. Recent 
feedback shows that whilst most students moan and 
groan on a hill walk afterwards they remember it with 
pride and a real sense of achievement.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The team challenge on the last afternoon requires a real  
team effort to visit all the points on the orienteering 
course in the woods and build a shelter out of natural 
materials on the forest floor. If successful, the team will 
be rewarded with the equipment to make themselves a 
well deserved and much needed mug of hot chocolate! 

To find out more visit: 
  www.fsc-eco-challenge.org  
 

Contact your project officer 
Jodie Percival for more info and 
your password 
Tel.    01743 852125 
email  
jodie@field-studies-council.org 

Team building activities in 
the ground of Rhyd-y-creuau 
 

Left: Spiders Web  

Right: Sinking raft 

http://www.fsc-eco-challenge.org/
http://www.fsc-eco-challenge.org/
jodie@field-studies-council.org


 òTo be in rivers, woods and mountains around Rhyd-y-creuau was an increase in environmental    
awareness by itselfó                               

        Tutor at Rhyd-y-creuau talking about the benefits for students 

 òWe made 5 bird boxes so it would be nice to site those and perhaps do some school 
improvement in conjunction with our school gardening clubó                               

                    Teacher on post course ideas for her Eco Challenge group 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

East Midlands 
There are 151 schools currently involved in the Eco Challenge project. These schools are already 
involved in the project in your region – why not join them? 
 

Leicester City: Babington Community Technology College, English Martyrs Catholic School, New College 
Leicester, Soar Valley Community College, The City of Leicester School and Sixth Form College 
 

Nottingham City: Nottingham Bluecoat School, Big Wood School, Djanogly City Academy Nottingham, Henry 
Mellish School, Manning Comprehensive School, The Hadden Park High School, The Nottingham Emmanuel 
School, Top Valley School and Engineering College 
 
 

Get involved… 
Our website has all the information you need www.fsc-eco-challenge.org or alternatively contact one of the 
Eco Challenge team for more information on 01743 852108 or email ecochallenge@field-studies-council.org.  
 

Remember to contact your Project Officer ς WƻŘƛŜ tŜǊŎƛǾŀƭ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǇŀǎǎǿƻǊŘ ǘƻ ƭƻƎ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ 
 

 www.fsc-eco-challenge.org 
Field Studies Council                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Preston Montford, Shrewsbury, Shropshire SY4 1HW  Tel: (01743) 852100 Fax: (01743) 852101 email fsc.headoffice@field-studies-council.org 
 

  Field Studies Council is a limited Company, registered in England and Wales No. 412621 and a Charity No. 313364.  Registered Office; Preston Montford, Shrewsbury, Shropshire SY4 1HW            
 

òThere was a very evident positive change in many of the pupils during their stay at RYC, some 

not wanting to go home at the end of the weekendò                                                                  

          Rhyd-y-creuau tutor on a Leicester school Eco Challenge 

  

Ȱ4ÈÅ ÃÁÍÐÆÉÒÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÓÔ ÅÖÅÎÉÎÇ ×ÁÓ ÌÏÖÅÌÙȢ 7Å ×ÅÎÔ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÅ ÁÓËÉÎÇ ÅÁÃÈ ÃÈÉÌÄ ÔÏ 
talk about his/her favourite aspects of the course. It was great, kids taking openly about 
ÈÏÐÅÓȟ ÆÅÁÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÃÈÉÅÖÅÍÅÎÔÓȱ     
                           Tutor talking about New College, Leicester 

ΨAn  absolutely fantastic experience. We would do it  again tomorrow õ  
 

                Teacher and Eco Challenge organiser, New College , Leicester 
 

 

Still not convinced? – Here’s what people who have taken part say… 
 

Post Course Providers working with Eco Challenge schools in your region 
 

Leicester: Leicester City Council                                   Nottingham: Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust 
 
 
 

Community projects with City Council! 
We are working with Leicester City Council to deliver the post course sessions to schools involved in the Eco Challenge Project at 
selected parks across the City. Activities they offer range from pond dipping to orienteering to park maintenance. They would also 
like Eco Challenge schools to contribute to the new community orchard project and a new willow sculpture within a playground area.  
We are also working with organisations who are willing to do schools ground improvements and help with conservation projects on 
the school site. 

http://www.fsc-eco-challenge.org/
mailto:ecochallenge@field-studies-council.org
mailto:fsc.headoffice@field-studies-council.org

