
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Eco Challenge News 
 
 

 

Don’t miss the chance to receive funding as part of this countrywide project. Eco Challenge  is 

entering its third and final year and there is still funding available in your region.  150 schools from 22 local authorities in England 
have received funding enabling around 3775 KS3 students to experience a residential course and follow up work in their local 
community. This newsletter gives examples of how students in your area have benefitted from the funding – why not get involved? 
 
Find out more on the Eco Challenge website www.fsc-eco-challenge.org including course dates for the residential. Your special 
school password and contact details for your project officer are on the letter accompanying this newsletter.  
 
Eco Challenge provides funding for a short residential course and three follow up sessions in the school grounds or local 
community space to help KS3 students  

 Improve personal and social development skills including increased self confidence, awareness of self and others, team skills 
and improved communication skills 

 Increase awareness, knowledge and understanding of the natural environment 

 Increase pride in local green spaces 

 Increase awareness, knowledge and understanding of environmental and sustainable issues 
 

So make sure your students don’t miss out and join the other schools that are involved in Eco Challenge visit the website and 
book your course. 
 

September 09 

Eco Challenge is funded by the National Lottery through the Big Lottery Fund.  
Over the three years of the project Eco Challenge will support  7500 young 
people from 250 schools in England.  

 

HOW IS NOTTINGHAM INVOLVED? 
 

Eight Schools have taken advantage of this fantastic 
opportunity which we are delighted with, this however 
means there are still 10 schools in Nottingham who have 
not booked a course. It is not too late to book and we hope 

after reading this newsletter you will get in touch and join in! 

Experience magnificent scenery in the Lake District at 
Blencathra, stunning Snowdonia at Rhyd-y-creuau or 
explore the 850 acres of parkland at Margam 
Discovery Centre – Nottingham schools have been visiting 
these Centres and others this year providing memorable 
experiences for all. 
Henry Mellish and River Leen ventured up to Castle Head in 
Cumbria selecting 15 students from each school to enable 
students to get to know each other in preparation for their 
future school merger.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

Team building activities such as lava flow, holey tube and 
marble run introduced the two groups and set the scene for 
the course.  A major focus of the course is the Conservation 
Challenge – students acquire new skills to use during post 
course sessions back at school or in a local setting. This 
group had a go at coppicing which was a success and 
identified by many as an activity they would like to do again. 

‘The course worked really well to allow the students from 
the two schools to mix plus appreciating and learning about 
the natural and local environment’ 
                                                                                Castle Head Tutor 

  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
                                           
Left: Getting to grips with the holey tube! 
Right: A student having a go at coppicing 

 

The group took to the high ropes course overcoming 
for some a fear of heights which was a real personal 
Challenge and helping others achieve their goal to 
reach the top. Kick sampling on the River Eea, a night 
walk, orienteering, shelter building and fire lighting 
to make a well deserved cuppa  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To find out more visit: 
  www.fsc-eco-challenge.org  
 

Contact your project officer 
Jodie Percival for more info and 
your password 
Tel.    01743 852125 
email  
jodie@field-studies-council.org 

  
Put the kettle on! Fire 
making for the Team 
Challenge 
 

 
 
 
 
 
                                           
 

http://www.fsc-eco-challenge.org/
http://www.fsc-eco-challenge.org/
jodie@field-studies-council.org


òWe had a fantastic time down at Orielton, and the kids and staff really enjoyed it thank 

you, we all wished it could be an annual eventó                                                               
                                                       Teacher and Eco Challenge Organiser at Top Valley School and Engineering College 

 

òThe trip was ver y well organised and nothing was too much troubleó    
                                                           

                                                                                              Teacher and Eco Challenge Organiser at a Nottingham School  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
East Midlands 
There are 151 schools currently involved in the Eco 
Challenge Project.  
These schools are already involved in the project 
in your region – why not join them? 
 

Leicester City: Babington Community Technology 
College, English Martyrs Catholic School, New College 
Leicester, Soar Valley Community College, The City of 
Leicester School and Sixth Form College 
 

Nottingham City: Nottingham Bluecoat School, Big 
Wood School, Djanogly City Academy Nottingham, 
Henry Mellish School, Manning Comprehensive School, 
The Hadden Park High School, The Nottingham 
Emmanuel School, Top Valley School and Engineering 
College 
 
 

Get involved… 
Our website has all the information you need www.fsc-eco-challenge.org or alternatively contact one of the 
Eco Challenge team for more information on 01743 852108 or email ecochallenge@field-studies-council.org. 
 Remember to contact your Project Officer ς JodiŜ tŜǊŎƛǾŀƭ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ Ǉŀssword to log on to the website 
 

 www.fsc-eco-challenge.org 
Field Studies Council                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Preston Montford, Shrewsbury, Shropshire SY4 1HW  Tel: (01743) 852100 Fax: (01743) 852101 email fsc.headoffice@field-studies-council.org 
 

  Field Studies Council is a limited Company, registered in England and Wales No. 412621 and a Charity No. 313364.  Registered Office; Preston Montford, Shrewsbury, Shropshire SY4 1HW            
 

 

ȰThe bird box making activity provided the opportunity for some clear leadership and for 
ÔÈÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÁÌ ÔÏ ÅØÃÅÌȱ 
            Tutor talking about Manning Comprehensive School 

Still not convinced? Here’s what people who have taken part say… 

Post Course Providers working with Eco 
Challenge schools in your region 
 

Leicester: Leicester City Council  
 

 
Nottingham: Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust 
 
 
 

 
                                                                    

Back in Nottingham…  Henry Mellish and River Leen hope to work with the Wildlife Trust to promote wildlife 

into an area of the new school grounds and also use their knowledge now to set up a recycling scheme which they 
can integrate into the life of their new school 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bluecoats visit Margam  
Nottingham Bluecoats visited the newly built Margam Discovery centre in May 
where they took part in a range of activities including team building skills, geo-
caching, mammal trapping, stream dipping and shelter building. Groundworks 
assisted the group to create a vegetable patch and compost bin, which they were 
so proud of that they plan to do the same within their school grounds during the 
Autumn term. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Margam Discovery Centre - a state of the art low carbon footprint building  
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