
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

To find out more visit: 
  www.fsc-eco-challenge.org  
 

Contact your project officer 
Jodie Percival for more info and 
your password 
Tel.    01743 852125 
email  
jodie@field-studies-council.org 

Eco Challenge News 
 
 

Don’t miss the chance to receive funding as part of this countrywide project  
The Eco Challenge project is entering its third and final year and there is still funding available in your region.  151 schools from 22 
local authorities in England have received funding enabling around 3775 KS3 students to experience a residential course and follow 
up work in their local community. This newsletter gives examples of how students in your area have benefitted from the funding – 
why not get involved? 
 
There is lots of information about the project on the Eco Challenge website www.fsc-eco-challenge.org including course dates for 
the residential. Your special school password and contact details for your project officer are on the letter accompanying this 
newsletter.  
 
Eco Challenge provides funding for a short residential course and three follow up sessions in the school grounds or local 
community space help KS3 students  

 Improve personal and social development skills including increased self confidence, awareness of self and others, team skills 
and improved communication skills 

 Increase awareness, knowledge and understanding of the natural environment 

 Increase pride in local green spaces 

 Increase awareness, knowledge and understanding of environmental and sustainable issues 
 

So make sure your students don’t miss out and join the other schools that are involved in Eco Challenge visit the website and 
book your course. 
 

September 09 

Eco Challenge is funded by the National Lottery through the Big Lottery Fund.  
Over the three years of the project Eco Challenge will support  7500 young 
people from 250 schools in England.  

 

HOW IS SANDWELL INVOLVED? 
 

SANDWELL is now fully involved in the project with 7 
schools taking part. However a further 11 schools have 
the chance to take part in this project described by one 
teacher as the best trip they have been on. 
It is not too late to book if you are not yet involved! 

A Georgian mansion set in 48 hectares of its own grounds, 
adjacent to the stunning Pembrokeshire National Park – 
Orielton is a great place to spend 3 days 
Menzies High School and Wodensbrough Community Technology 
College did just that. With out doubt the highlight of their stay was 
the Pembrokeshire coastal walk. The four and a half mile adventure 
enthralled all, with its scenery and unrivalled natural beauty. Along 
the way time was taken out to rest, enjoy the surroundings and also 
concentrate on how humans have impacted on the national park or 
how the rocky shore provides a habitat for various marine life. 

 

 
Eco-gardening, Bird boxes, Bee tubes and Bird feeders  
construction resulted in a fun practical conservation 
session. The items were taken back to Sandwell and 
sited as part of the post course work. Good 
communication and leadership skills were rewarded 
after successfully building a shelter and making hot 
chocolate as part of the final team challenge. 
 

Mill Pool Project 
Both schools have gone on to complete their post 
course sessions back in Sandwell at Mill Pool, a 
community environmental project led by John Blythe to 
restore a local pool. After an initial nature walk around 
the area focussing on past use and pollution both 
schools returned to take samples from the pool to 
chemically test them back at school. From this they 
hope to look at how adaptations in the species that live 
in the pool have needed to occur to ensure their 
survival. 

 

Taking it all in - the 
Pembrokeshire coastal 
walk in the sunshine! 

Wodensbrough 
students working 
with John Blyth 
at Mill Pool 

http://www.fsc-eco-challenge.org/
jodie@field-studies-council.org
http://www.fsc-eco-challenge.org/


 

 
 
 

 

“The fact these kids got this experience for free is invaluable to their attitude to 
their impact on the environment”                     Teacher who brought a group to Orielton 

                          
 

        

West Midlands 
There are 151 schools currently involved in the 
Eco Challenge project. These are the schools 
involved in your region – why not join them? 
 

Sandwell: George Salter Collegiate Academy, 
Heathfield Technology College, Manor High Foundation, 
Menzies High School, Shireland Collegiate Academy, 
Sandwell Academy, Wodensborough Community 
College  
 

Stoke: Edensor Technology College, Haywood 
Engineering College, James Brindley Science College, 
Mitchell High School  
 
 

Get involved… 
Our website has all the information you need www.fsc-eco-challenge.org or alternatively contact one of the 
Eco Challenge team for more information on 01743 852108 or email ecochallenge@field-studies-council.org.  
 

Remember to contact your Project Officer ς Jodie Percivŀƭ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǇŀǎǎǿƻǊŘ ǘƻ ƭƻƎ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ 

 

www.fsc-eco-challenge.org 
Field Studies Council                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Preston Montford, Shrewsbury, Shropshire SY4 1HW  Tel: (01743) 852100 Fax: (01743) 852101 email fsc.headoffice@field-studies-council.org 
 

  Field Studies Council is a limited Company, registered in England and Wales No. 412621 and a Charity No. 313364.  Registered Office; Preston Montford, Shrewsbury, Shropshire SY4 1HW            
 

 

 

ñTheir confidence & self esteem has gone through the roof as a 

result of this experience ò             
                 Teacher who attended Orielton with a group 

òThe support I received in the planning of this trip was second to 
none - I couldn't have done it without themó 
      Teacher and Eco Challenge Organiser who visited Orielton 

òThe students saw it as this was their opportunity to do something and that 
really motiv ated them into ôbigõ thinking"                                                                               
               Orielton Tutor on an Eco Challenge group 

"The visit was amazing. Th e students are still raving about it 
nowó                                                    
                                                                                                                                             Teacher and Eco Challenge leader 

Still not convinced? – Here’s what people who have taken part say… 

Post Course Providers working with Eco 
Challenge schools in your region 
 
 

Sandwell: Mill Pool Project 
 
 
Stoke: Staffordshire Wildlife Trust 
 
 

óThe talk on non-biodegradable plastics, biodegradable plastics and pollution was interesting. It was 
good for the students to know how long it takes some of these materials to rot-awayô 
 

Sam Akotiah, Assistant Headteacher Menzies High 
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