
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

To find out more visit: 
  www.fsc-eco-challenge.org  
 

Contact your project officer 
Jodie Percival for more info and 
your password 
Tel.    01743 852125 
email  
jodie@field-studies-council.org 

Eco Challenge News 
 
 

Don’t miss the chance to receive funding as part of this countrywide project. Eco Challenge is 

entering its third and final year and there is still funding available in your region.  151 schools from 22 local authorities 
in England have received funding enabling around 3775 KS3 students to experience a residential course and follow up 
work in their local community. This newsletter gives examples of how students in your area have benefitted from the 
funding – why not get involved? 
 

Find out more on the Eco Challenge website www.fsc-eco-challenge.org including course dates for the residential. Your 
special school password and contact details for your project officer are on the letter accompanying this newsletter.  
 

 Eco Challenge provides funding for a short residential course and three follow up sessions in the school grounds or local 
community space to help KS3 students  

 Improve personal and social development skills including increased self confidence, awareness of self and others, team skills 
and improved communication skills 

 Increase awareness, knowledge and understanding of the natural environment 

 Increase pride in local green spaces 

 Increase awareness, knowledge and understanding of environmental and sustainable issues 
 

Make sure your students don’t miss out. Residential courses are available on a first come first served basis so don’t hesitate visit 
the website and book your course. 
 

September 09 

Eco Challenge is funded by the National Lottery through the Big Lottery Fund.  
Over the three years of the project Eco Challenge will support  7500 young 
people from 250 schools in England.  

 

HOW IS STOKE INVOLVED? 
 

STOKE has 17 schools eligible to take part in the Eco 
Challenge Project and so far 4 schools have booked or 
already attended a course at an FSC Centre giving 
their students an invaluable and exciting new 

experience. If you are one of the schools yet to book 
then please read on and gain inspiration from those 
that have. It is not too late to book! 

Magnificent scenery, outstanding natural beauty and 
many habitats to explore – Snowdonia has it all… 
Rhyd-y-creuau has successfully hosted many Eco Challenge 
groups at their Centre in North Wales. Recently Haywood 
Engineering College and Mitchell High School visited the 
Centre and were given the opportunity to explore the area 
and also discover more out about themselves and each 
other.  
A memorable part of their stay was the ascent of Mynydd 
Garthmyn, a local hill with a viewpoint over the valley.  
Along the way team building challenges are completed, 
new habitats are explored and once the summit is reached 
a real sense of achievement is felt by the entire group.  
Mammal trapping is the focus for the evening session, with 
a look and release session the following morning – did you 
catch a mouse, shrew or something different? 
 

 

Team building activities to kick off the 
residential course 

Staffordshire Wildlife Trust on board! 
Staffordshire Wildlife Trust has offered their expertise 
and time to deliver the post course activities. Once the 
residential is complete the students will complete 3 
sessions of post course work either within school 
grounds or in the local area using skills gained from the 
residential experience.  We have plans for the Wildlife 
Trust to work with Haywood Engineering College to 
help redevelop local community grounds and Mitchell 
High wish to introduce an allotment plot to their 
school grounds during the Autumn term. 

‘We had a fantastic time. The Centre was brilliant, the 

activities were interesting and the staff were all kind and 
helpful’ 

Elliot Newman, Teacher and Eco Challenge organiser, 
Mitchell High School  

‘I feel I achieved something special, something I have never 
done before’ 
                                      Eco Challenge Student 
   

http://www.fsc-eco-challenge.org/
jodie@field-studies-council.org
http://www.fsc-eco-challenge.org/


 

 
 
 

ôPupils seem more confident and willing to work together, share each others 

responsibilities and listen to each otherô                    
             Teacher who brought a group to Rhyd-y-creuau 
 

        

West Midlands 
There are 151 schools currently involved in the Eco 
Challenge Project.  
These schools are already involved in the project in your 
region – why not join them? 
 

Sandwell: George Salter Collegiate Academy, Heathfield 
Technology College, Manor High Foundation, Menzies High 
School, Sandwell Academy, Wodensborough Community 
College, Shireland Collegiate Academy 
 

Stoke: Edensor Technology College, Haywood Engineering 
College, James Brindley Science College, Mitchell High School 
 
 
 

Get involved… 
Our website has all the information you need www.fsc-eco-challenge.org or alternatively contact one of the 
Eco Challenge team for more information on 01743 852108 or email ecochallenge@field-studies-council.org.  
 

Remember to contact your Project Officer ς WƻŘƛŜ tŜǊŎƛǾŀƭ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǇŀǎǎǿƻǊŘ ǘƻ ƭƻƎ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ 
 

 

www.fsc-eco-challenge.org 
Field Studies Council                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
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ñVery absorbing for students ï they loved the night time experienceò 

                                  
       Teacher who attended Rhyd-y-creuau with a group 

ȰWe had an excellent time at Rhyd-y-creuau - the staff were brilliant! We all enjoyed 
ourselves and I think even our staff members learnt something!ȱ 
 

                   Teacher, Haywood Engineering College 

ôFor some pupils the stay at Snowdonia was the first opportunity to spend 

time in the countrysideõ                        
           Teacher, Eco Challenge participant 

ò The wildlife art worked very well, groups made their favourite invertebrate out of 

natural bits and bobs they found and talked about its key features and adaptationsò
                                                    
                                                                                               Rhyd-y-creuau tutor on Haywood Engineering College course 

Still not convinced? – Here’s what people who have taken part say… 
 

The Post course providers working in 
your region are: 
 

Sandwell: Mill Pool Project 
 
Stoke: Staffordshire Wildlife Trust 
 
 

"It was fantastic, the centre was brill the activities were interesting and the 

staff were all kind and helpful"                        
Mitchell High Teacher and Eco Challenge organiser 
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