Eco Challenge News

Eco Challenge is funded by the National Lottery through the Big Lottery Fund.
Over the three years of the project Eco Challenge will support 7500 young

people from 250 schools in England.
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To find out more visit:
www.fsc-eco-challenge.org

Contact your project officer
Jodie Percival for more info and
your password

Tel. 01743 852125
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Don’t miss the chance to receive funding as part of this countrywide project

The Eco Challenge project is entering its third and final year and there is still funding available in your region. 150 schools from 22
local authorities in England have received funding enabling around 3775 KS3 students to experience a residential course and follow
up work in their local community. This newsletter gives examples of how students in your area have benefitted from the funding —

why not get involved?

There is lots of information about the project on the Eco Challenge website www.fsc-eco-challenge.org including course dates for
the residential. Your special school password and contact details for your project officer are on the letter accompanying this

newsletter.

Eco Challenge provides funding for a short residential course and three follow up sessions in the school grounds or local

community space help KS3 students

e Improve personal and social development skills including increased self confidence, awareness of self and others, team skills

and improved communication skills

e Increase awareness, knowledge and understanding of the natural environment

e Increase pride in local green spaces

e Increase awareness, knowledge and understanding of environmental and sustainable issues

So make sure your students don’t miss out and join the other schools that are involved in Eco Challenge - visit the website and

book your course.

HOW IS NEWCASTLE INVOLVED?

NEWCASTLE now has 8 schools involved in the project
which we are delighted with, however the remaining
3 schools still have an opportunity to get involved.
This newsletter gives you a snapshot of what the
schools who have taken part have been doing. We
hope it will encourage your school to join in.

Night walk, stream dip, orienteering... try it all at Castle
Head, Cumbria

St Mary’s Catholic School visited this Centre in March with a
group of year 7, 8 and 9 students to experience the residential
element of Eco Challenge. They spent a whole day mountain
walking which pushed many students past their comfort zone
and resulted in a real sense of achievement at the end of the
day. Mammal trapping, style construction, shelter building and
fire lighting increased the awareness of the environment and
also gave them inspiration for ideas to put into action back at
school.

‘They all got on really well; it
was hard to believe that they
were a mix of Year’s 7 - 9!
Motivated, switched on, happy
and friendly’

Castle Head Tutor talking about
St Mary'’'s C

Preparing for Style
construction

Benfield School also headed to Castle Head during May
where they sampled the range of activities on offer from
kick sampling as part of the habitat investigation to a night
walk through a SSSI. The conservation element of the course
is important as it introduces students to the range of ways
they can look after the environment and also the safe way
to handle tools. Benfield took part in coppicing and path
building.

‘The children were all involved and understood the
reason for coppicing and learnt safe handling of tools.
Peer teaching was used with the path building group
to share their skills’

Castle Head Tutor talking about Benfield School

Busy coppicing in the grounds of Castle Head

By the end of the course they were working well as
team and even built a shelter out of natural materials
big enough for the whole group and celebrated with a
good brew!
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jodie@field-studies-council.org

Northumberland Wildlife Trust and Newcastle City Council join forces to deliver the
post course sessions to Newcastle schools. Kenton School set up an action group on their

return from Castle Head in March and are planning to work with the Wildlife Trust to do a ‘The pupils are bursting with
wildlife digital photography session and also a Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) with a future thoughts and ideas’

plan to work towards Eco-school status. All Saints College who visited Blencathra in the Lake Richard Collinson,
District in May have dates organised in September to set up a recycling scheme within school Kenton School
whilst Walbottle Campus who experienced their residential in June wish to make and site

bird boxes and also spend a day off school site planting trees in Gosforth Park.

Still not convinced? — here’s what people who have taken part say...

P4 O ®\are thinking that evaluating the school environmentally with the anticipation &chcuestagigco
&~ would be hugely beneficial both to the pupils personally (leadership gualites)e s c h o o |

Kenton School Teacher after their residential visit to Castle Head

i -

O dood walk which pushed a number of students past their comfort zone reslting in a
positive sense of achievemert
Tutor at Castle Head talking about St Mary’s Catholic Comprehensive School

&Ve would like to try and create a wildlife area in a fenced off area in the school
grounds and build a willow dome, and possibly constru ct some paths there.
Composting and recycling are also projects we would like to work on !
Teacher and Eco Challenge organiser from Benfield School on post course work

@Al students managed to challenge their comfort zones and achieve something. They were
very positive and encouraged each other along the way6

Castle Head tutor on Walbottle Campus
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Post Course Providers working with Eco
Challenge schools in your region

North East

There are 151 schools currently involved in the
Eco Challenge project. These are the schools
involved in your region — why not join them?

Middlesbrough: Middlesbrough Council
Groundwork South Tees

Middlesbrough: King's Manor School, Macmillan

Academy, Unity City Academy Newcastle: Northumberland Wildlife Trust

Newcastle upon Tyne: All Saints College, Benfield Newcastle City Council
School, Gosforth High School, Kenton School,
Sacred Heart High School, St Mary's Catholic Comp
School, Walbottle Campus, Walker Technology

College
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Get involved...

Our website has all the information you need www.fsc-eco-challenge.org or alternatively contact one of the
Eco Challenge team for more information on 01743 852108 or email ecochallenge @field-studies-council.org.
Remember to contact your Project Officer—J odi e Per ci val for your school
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www.fsc-eco-challenge.org

Field Studies Council
Preston Montford, Shrewsbury, Shropshire SY4 1HW Tel: (01743) 852100 Fax: (01743) 852101 email fsc.headoffice @field-studies-council.org

Field Studies Council is a limited Company, registered in England and Wales No. 412621 and a Charity No. 313364. Registered Office; Preston Montford, Shrewsbury, Shropshire SY4 1HW
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